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ADVERTISE EMENT. 


TH E following ſhort Hiſtory I Bad from 

the Surgeon who was call'd to the Cap- 

tain, after be had loſt bis Teſtimonies of Virility ; 

it was related in a public Company, as a Thing 

that was no Secret in General in the County where 

the Fatts happen'd, and told with ſuch a happy 

Turn of Humour, that the whole appeared to 
me highly entertaining. 

The Pleaſure I had from the Surgeon's Rela- 
tion made me conjecture, that if I could in any 
Meaſure imitate the natural Manner in which 
be delivered his Narrative, it was more than 
probable it might afford ſome Amuſement to the 
Public, at leaſt, as much as a Romance, or 4 
Novel of the ſame Dimenſion, which ſeem at 


preſent ſo much the Taſte of the generality of 
Readers. 


Another Reaſon which induced me to burthen 
the Preſs with this Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, is, 
that I thought à very uſeful Moral might be 
drawn from it, for the Benefit of many well- 
meaning Perſons, who are but too much in 
Danger of being ſeduced by the crafty Inſinuations 
of religious Bigots, or deſigning Hypocrites, The 
Fair are expos'd to many Dangers on all Occa- 
frons, but no where ſo much as when in Company 
with thoſe who claim a ſuperior Saufity of 
Manners, and on that Scorce a greater Degree 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
of Intimacy than Men of leſs reſin d Sentiment, 
dare with Decency pretend to. The religibus 
Intimate prys with Freedom inth the cloſeſt Se- 
rets, and when poſſeſs'd of theſe . bas many 
Opportunities to betray the unthinking Fair, 
which the open aud profeſs'd Rake 24 not. 
Therefore 1- thought it could be no ungrateful 
Service to the Devotees of 'the ſoft Sex, fo 
caution them againſt Baits laid for their Virtue, 
cover with eee Pretenſions to e | 
and 8 andtity. 

Theſe I can aſſure the Public were my Mo- 
tives in making the following Narrative public, 
toit hout any Intention fo gratify the too much 
prevailing Iich of the Age for perſonal Scandal. 
22 ze Perſons concerned are utter Strangers to 
me, and by the Care I have taken to conceal 
them muſs remain ſo to every Body elſe who were 
not acquainted with the Story before this Pub- 
lication. To theſe the following Pages can ap- 
pear no Novelty, and as to otbers, they are at 
Liberty to make Gueſſes, Applications, and 
Conjecbures; ; but its more than a Million to one 
if. they conjecture rig bt, all they can earn is, 
that ſuch particular Incidents bappen d to cer- 
tain Perſons in a certain County, from whence 
the Ladies may. learn, that there is no truſting 
to a ſantified Outſide, and the Hypocrite may 
conclude as a certain Trith, that the Devil 
fooner or ater leaves them in the Lurch. 
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Injur d Hus BANDS 


REVENGE, Ec. 


HERE is no Virtue Wo- 
men are nie apt to value 
themſelves upon as that 
5 of Chaſtity, and none think 
— = themſelves ſo ſecure in the 
Poſſeſſion of it as the Devotee, They 
think themſelves ſo fortified by the per- 
petual Preſence of the Spirit, againſt all 
Temptations of the Fleſh and the Devil, 
| A BO; that 
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that they bid open Defiance to the one, 
and hold all the Emotions of the other in 
the utmoſt- Contempt. What appear to 
other Mortals leſs refin'd than they, in the 
hideous Shape of Temptations and Snares 
to entrap their Virtue, are Matters of meer 

Indifference to the Ladies of this Claſs ; 

like Salamanders they can live in the Fire, 

without being ſo much as ſcorch'd : But 
however much they may pique them- 
ſelves upon the Severity of their Chaſtity, 

Men of Intrigue, who are acquainted with 

all the Avenues to, and Windings of, a Fe- 

male Heart, have found them at ſome cri- 

tical Period of their Lives, as ſuſceptible ot 

the warm Impreſſion of the wanton Deity, 
as other Mortals. Of this the following 
ſhort Hiſtory is a pregnant Example. 

The religious and devout Theodsfia, a, the 
Heroine of the following Pages, is Daugh- 
ter to a Gentleman of a middling For- 
tune in Devonſbire, and married a Gentle- 
man of Dictinction in the ſame County, 
with whom ſhe liv'd in the full Enjoy- 
ment of every Degree of conjugal Happi- 
neſs for near ten Years, and might have 

done 
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done ſo for Life, if an uncommon Ace- 
cident had not given a different Turn to 
her Happineſs and Diſpoſition. She had 
naturally a melancholly Caſt in her Fem- 
per, and of conſequence was much addicted 
to religious and pious Meditations; how- 
ever ſhe ſtill contented herſelf with the 
Religion of the Pariſh, and pretended to 
no more Sanctity than the Parſon could 
teach her. She was ſo great a Friend to 
the eſtabliſh'd Church, that tho' ſhe liv'd 
in Charity with the Perſons of the ſeve- 
ral Sectaries and Diſſenters in her Neigh- 
bourhood, yet ſhe held their Doctrine 
and Diviſions in the utmoſt Contempt, 
and continued in this Diſpoſition highly 
eſteem'd by all her Acquaintance, till 
within theſe two Years, when a Change 
was wrought both in her Doctrines and 
Morals, which tho' fatal in its Conſequen- 
ces to her Peace and Reputation, yet had 
a very trivial Beginning : It "LTP 
thus. 
One Morning her Maid Sally came 
ſimpering into the Room, and told her 
Lady, La! Ma'm, does your Ladyſhip 
know 
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know the News Mr. O/born's Footman 
has brought from Exeter ?. Sure, Ma'm, 
Miſs Dol!y F-— has hang'd herſelf out 


of Delpair of being happy. Sure there 


never was ſuch a ſtrange thing, as that a 
young Lady, with ten thouſand Pounds, 
ſhould deſpair of being happy ; efekins if 
I had but half ſo much, 1 ſhould never 
hang myſelfas ſhe has done. Peace, Im- 
pertinence, reply'd the Lady, its impoſſible 
Miſs F þ ſhould be guilty of ſuch a 
thing; ſhe was of too gay a Diſpoſition, 
and too little concern'd about the Intereſt 
of her Soul, to be ſo raſh from religious 
Motives: I'm ſure it's a Lye, therefore I 
charge you not to repeat it again, La! 
Ma'm, your Ladyſhip will not believe it, 
but the Footman fays the Coroner's 
Queſt has ſat upon her, and brought in 
their Verdict Lunacy. Indeed ſhe's hang'd 
as ſure as a Robin, and they fay it was by 
running after the Methodiſts that has 
brought her to this: For your Ladyſhip 
knows her Aunt was a great Follower of 
d; and tho' Miſs F——h was 


frolickſome enough in herſelf, yet to pleaſe 
her 
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her Aunt, ſhe ſometimes went to their 
Meetings; and they ſay their Preaching 
had ſuch an Effect upon her, that ſhe 
grew as zealous all of a ſudden as her 
Aunt, and continued ſo till ſhe put an 
End to herſelf. Sure they muſt uſe ſome 
Witchcraft to make ſo many Volks run 
mad after them, and hang and drown 
themſelves. There is Roger the young 
Miller of Heathfield, drown'd himſelf but 
about a Month ago, tho' he was going to 
be married to Polly Sheargold, of the Park. 
I'm ſure and ſure, poor Girl, ſhe has been 
like a Mope ever ſince, and looks like a 
Corpſe for all the World : And Captain 
Reeds's Coachman left his Maſter, tho 


he had a good Place on't, and hang d 


himſelf on the May-Pole. Sure and ſure, 
Madam, its a ſtrange kind of Religion 
that can make honeſt Volks do ſuch 
Things; for my ſhare, 1 wiſh they were 
fairly out of the Country, for I'm afraid 
to go near one of them for vear they ſhould 
tempt one to do what they would repent 
of all their Life long. But I hear one of 
their great Preachers is to preach next 


Sunday 
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Sunday on Honey-wood Common; I wiſh, 
Madam, the *Squire would hinder it, 
for vear half the Tenants ſhould hang 
themſelves, and his Worſhip loſe his 
Rent. 

The Lady, on hearing of the Diſaſter 


of her Acquaintance, tho' ſhe did not at 


firſt give much Credit to it, yet ſhe could 


not help falling into a deep Study on the 


ſtrong Effects of Enthuſiaſm, and permit- 
ted the Girl to run on with all the Tittle- 
Tattle of the Pariſh, without perhaps ad- 
verting to what the was ſaying. However, 
in general, her Diſcourſe put her upon ru- 
minating on what kind of Magic the 


Preachers could uſe with their Hearers to 
inflame their Imaginations and confound 


their Underſtandings to ſuch a Degree. 
She dwelt- ſo long on the Thought, till 
ſhe rais'd in herſelf a violent Curiofity to 
hear one of them, that ſhe might at once 
be a Judge of the Abſurdity of their Doc- 


trines, and enabled to caution her Neigh- 


bours againſt their Deluſions. 

The Arrival of their Arch-Apoſtle in 
the Neighbourhood in a few Days after, 
* 05a gave 


The Injur'd HUSBAND's Revenge. 1E 
gave her, unhappily, an Occaſion of ſatiſ- 


fying that Paſſion ſo often dangerous to 


the whole Sex. The firſt time ſhe went 
only out of Curioſity, to hear what was 


ne in his Sermon; the ſecond time ſhe 


went out of Devotion, as it was on a 
Week Day, and no ſervice at the Pariſh- 
Church ; but the third, ſhe went out of 
pure Zeal, and every Day after found 
ſome new Motive to liſten to this pious 
Divine. At laſt ſhe became acquainted 
with the holy Man, and was by him to- 
tally converted from the Errors of her for- 
mer Courſe. | | 

| Before ſhe uſed to be her own Almoner, 
and give away with Prudence, Generofity, 
and Oeconomy, to the needy Poor, whole 
Wants ſhe not only ſupply'd with Money, 
but with Advice and Medicine. She 
uſed to ſpend much of her Time in viſit- 


F ing the Sick, and adminiſtring perſonally 


to their Wants, and was realy a kind 
Neighbour, a valuable Friend, a charitable 
Chriſtian, and every way in her Power 
uſeful to Society. But ſhe had no ſooner 
got in League with this new Converter, 

than 
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than ſhe gave away profuſely more than 
her Huſband could afford, but not to the 


Poor directly, but to this Saint, to be diſ- 


poſed of as he ſhould think meet; and 
thoſe Hours of her Time, formerly taken 
up in the Exerciſes of Charity and ſocial 
Friendſhip, are now ſpent in Cloſet Con- 


verſation with the new converted Bre- 


thren, and in liſtning to the Inſtructions 
of her new Guides. The Affairs even 


of her Family were neglected, and no- 


thing of any Moment tranſacted in it 
without the Conſent and Advice of her 
ſpiritual Director. 

She conceived an utter Averſion to the 
Pariſh Church, and an inveterate Spleen 
at the old Method of Worſhip, which 


ſhe ſuppos'd had nothing near ſo much 


of ſpiritual Devotion as that ſhe heard 
preach'd by the newly ſprung up Sec- 
taries; and took more than ordinary Pains 
to inculcate her Averſion for the one, and 


her Zeal for the other, upon all her Ac- 


quaintance ; ſhe ſpared neither Coſt nor 
Pains, to convert as many as ſhe could, and 


as the intended to be Partakers with them 


in 
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In a. heavenly Kingdom hereafter, - 
thought herſelf oblig'd; to ſhare with them 


at preſent the good Things of her earthly 


Eſtate : Her Haſband, ;Whoſe Religion 
was good Nature and Fox hunting, did 
not much concern himſelf with her: Ma- 


F Gang till, he found 110 che 


273 


venues. | He loy d old Engliſh Hoſpita- 
lity, but. it was with honeſt boon Com- 
panions, F. ellows that could run down C 


| | Fox, jump pyer a five, bar'd Gate to, get in 


with the Hounds, and get loyally. drunk 
after. the Fatigues of the Chace, But of 
late, Madam took Exception, to_ theſe 
Kind of Gueſts, his Table was, mobel ed 
with none but ſghing Saints, who . in- 


3 ſtead of; Joining with him, in the Þ Praiſe 
Z of Ringwood, Fowler, | and Crab, were 
4 continually entertaining. him, wit! h. che 


Hiſtory of ſome extraordinary Conver- 
ſion, and the Efficacy of the Spirit on 
ſome new Proſelyte; 3; they would ſome- 
time, its true, get pioully drunk with 


3 Ki ee or French. Claret 30 but they 
| 3 b 
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14 We Inur'd Huspanp' 8 Revenge. 
expreſs d their Mirth, not in Songs, « or 


Catches, but in Pſalm Tunes, and the 
horrid Meaſures of old Stern bold and 


Hophin' s, Which ſet the Squires Teeth 


on Edge, as much as cating a ſour Apple. 


She and the Society endeavour'd to 


convert him into one of | themſelves; but 
they had not ſo much of the Power of 


the Spirit as to work the Miracle, but by 
their Endeavours rather hei hten'd' his 


Averſion to their Enthulalin and Hipo- 


crily. He bore with his Lady for ſome- 
time with great Patience, but at laſt, all 


Matrimonial” Peace Was broke betwirt 


them. He was ſo carnally inclin'd, as 


not to be ruled by her Spirit; and the 


had fo much Spirit, ſhe would not ſub- 
on to the Dictates of her carnal Huſ- 

and; but roſe up in actual Rebellion a- 
guet him. They parted Beds, and 
Tables, and kept as little Society toge- 
ther, tho they liv* d in the ſame Houſe, 


as if they had been half the Globe di. 


. > 


ſtant from one another. - 
The Squire comforted himſelf for the 
Lofs of his Spouſe,” with his old ſporting! 
Companions, and laugh'd at their Reli- 

gion 


The. Inur d HUSBAND'S Revenge. 
gion over a Bottle, and a chearful * 
While my Lady, pray e 'd inceſſantly for 
the Conyerſſon of her Huſband, and 
ſolaced herſelf till that Day came with 
the pious Company of the Saints, whe 
left nothing: undone to make her. Situa- 
tion comfortable, and to improve the 
Zeal of her Diſpoſition to their ſanctißed 
Purpoſes. It was probably with this 
View, that her b Guide introduc” d 


E # a V7 


Peace and Reputation. 88 K 

This. young Gentleman was 1 Bro. 

ther to a. Gentleman; of ſome Fortune 1 — 
the Neighbourhood, Who by his Intereſt, 
had procur'd him a Pair of Colours, but 
the Pay of. his Place, and his own, Patri- 
mony, Was too little to Support his youth- 
ful Extravagancies. He ſpent the laſt 1 in 
a Vear or two, and in a, few Months, 


| ſold the former for a Trifle, which went 


the ſame. Way. He was then oblig d to 
come down to che Country, and live, a a 


Dependant. . on his Brother, who, juſt 


3 perraittes . him his Table, and no more, 


B 2 The 


— 4 — 
— * > es — 
L IR * Ee > ; 7 . 
** 5 4 E r 
2 c e 
* r K „ % - Stn „„ Rds 


16 The Injur” besagt 8 Revenge. 


The Captain, tho' he had loft: his Money, 


yet had all the Tnclinations which fübſift- | 


ed when he had any; his Paffibns wete 
ſtrong, and his Appetite keen, but the 


Means of gratifying them being gone, 
he was oblig'd to make a Virtue of Ne- 


ceſſity, and live chaſte and tempotate in 
Spitè of himſelf, Tho he had no greater 


stock of Religion, than he had of ready 


Money, yet for the Sake of Amuſement, 
he uſed to go to the Pariſh Church, 
where he caſt an amorous Eye on 7. Beo- 
defia : His Teeth water'd to poſſeſs her, 
but how, or by What Metis, that was 
to be effected, "hs *had not yet refolv'd 
on; but continued to ogle her every Sun- 
day. with great Devotion. He thought 
this diſtant Proſpect of his Happineſs 
ſome Comfort to him, and for that Rea- 
fon, was very conſtant in his Attendance 


at publick Worthip. When all of a 


Sudden he was robb'd of the Object of 
his Adoration, by her renouncing the Pa- 
riſh Church, and aſſociating herſelf with 
the Congregation of Merhodiffs., The 


Captain foon learn' d where ſhe ſpent her 
2 Time, 
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Time, ant Immedintely" ſhiſted the Scene 
of Action, and ke à wiſe General pur- 


ſued the Enemy into their Retrenchments, 


and Was -conſtant at the Meeting 45 atry 
Saint of them all. In a Week or two he 
ſoon learn d the Trith of theſe new Saints, 
and that 4 wonderful Love and Freed6th 
ſubfifted atnongſt the Members of tlie Sb- 
ciety. © This was ſufficient to determine 
him to become one of their Number. 
He was à good Mimic, and in two or 
three 5 Days Obſervation, learned their 
pate 4s little before his Oi in 
Prong, be took Courage to affutne the 
Charactet at the next Public Meeting, 
which 'Happen'd i in a Field, not far from 
his Brother's Houſe.” He preſs'd” thro” 
the Crowd, and placed 'himfelf as near 
the Orator” as poffible; and within two 
or three Yards of the pious Theodsia. 
The Congregation was furpriz'd to fre à 
young Gentleman whom they all knew 
to be as great a Rake and Libertine ag 
any of the Age, appear ſo attentive, ſe⸗ 
date, and with ſo much of the Air of the 
Spirit 
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Spirit i in his Countenance; but they were 
much more ſo when they ſawy him 
powerfully, moved by the Eloquence of 
the Preacher, and ſo ſenſibly. touch d, as 
to drop. ſome Tears, and break; out in 
loud Groans,. and bitter , Lamentations, 


- 6 


which he ſeem d to hide and, ſmoother as 
much; as. poſſible: during the Whole Ser- 

vice. The Preacher ey d him all the 
Ws and in his extempore Prayer, put 
ſome Petitions ſuitable to his, Caſe, 


which: gave. the Captain freſh Opportu- 


nity; to hum out a religious Grpan, and 


have once more Recourſe to the Onion i in 
his. Handkerchief, to extort a Penitential 
Tear. When the Service was a the 


5 „ 


„ & be © 


Joy of 2 po her a Converlio. as 2 — 
of the Captain, and the Preacher, to 
make ſure of him, invited him to a 

Converſation next Day, and introduced 
him to the charging Theodoſia, Who was 


$$$) 


Houſe... This was, the Point the. Captain 
aim v, at and he was ſo overjoy 'd at the 


Succeſs 


Sacceſs of. the Bait, that he had almoſt 
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betray d himſelf, by making her a Com- 
— after the vain Manner of the 
World he had left; but he took himſelf 
in Time, and return'd his  Civility in 
Terms as remote from de Intentions 
as he poſſibly could deviſe.” 10th ci 
The Hour came, and the Captain lept 
his Appointment with religious Exactneſs; 
the Saints being aſſembled in Theodo/ia's 
Library, the Converſation was opened by 
Prayers, and ſome devout Hymns; there 
the Captain related to them the State of 
his Soul, and the dreadful Danger he was 
in of falling headlong into Perdition, un- 
leſs ſupported by their Prayers, and pious 
Interceſſions at the Throne of Grace: 
He told them, how müch he had been 
addicted to Sin and Folly, and in what 
Contempt t he held Religion and all its 
Profeſſors, before a late Accident had 
given 4 5 air ns to _ 
Thoughts. 
I was, aid *. addrefling Kiaſelf to 
the Chief Apoſtle, preſent at the excel- 
lent Diſcourſe you preach'd on Sunday 
was 


29 The Injur'd HuskAnp's Revenge. 
was Se'nnight, not with Deſign, Sir, of 
edifying, but on a much worſe Purpoſe, 
for not to conceal An of the Truth from 
you, tho' I blufls-to reveal my | Shame, 
I came there in Search of the Daughter 
of one of my Brother's Tenants, whom 
T intended to debauch, but it pleas'd Pro- 
| vidence, that the Means I uſed to Pro- 
mote the Bufineſs- of the Fleſh: and the 
Devil, were converted into Steps towards 
my Converſion. For, not finding. the 
Girl I wanted, in the outer Part of the 
Congregation, td ſearch for her, 1 preſs:d 
in towards the Place where you ſtood, 
and there was ſo preſs d by the Crowd, 
I could not get out again, and ſo Was 
ablig's, againſt my Will, to liſten to the 
Power of the Word; which made a 
ſtrange Kind of Impreſſion on me, for 
when the People diſmiſs d, I went home 
ſad and melancholy, without one Thought 
occurring of the Evizaeſs which brought, 
aid "myſelf 
with the Baſzneſs: of the Attempt tg pro- 
ſtitute the ſacred Rites of religious, Wor- 


ops to the helliſh Purpoſes of Sin and 
Luſt. 
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Luſt. I went to my Chamber without 
ſeeing any of the Company in the Houſe, 
and went to Bed very uneaſy in my Mind, 
but could frame to myſelf no diſtant No- 
tion of what it was that troubled me; 
after toſſing and tumbling for ſome Hours, 
J fell faſt aſleep in that Confuſion of 
Thought ; and in a little Time I dream'd 
that I was in the midſt of a Wood, ſur- 
rounded with Briars and Thorns, and 


heard the Yells of wild Beaſts, and 


fancied I ſaw ſome of them at a Diſtance 
coming to devour me ; I fled from that 
Corner where I apprehended the Danger 
to be neareſt, but the Thicket was ſo 


. cloſely | beſet with Thorns and other 


prickly Shrubs, that I ſtuck faſt; and 
could neither get backward nor forward 
without tearing my Fleſh. I thought I 
was in the utmoſt Agony, and the moſt 
terrible Fright, as I ſaw Tygers coming 
with expanded Claws and open Jaws, to 
deſtroy me; I made a full Spring to diſ- 
entangle myſelf from the Thicket, when 
caſting my Eyes below me, I found 1 


was on the Brink of a hideous Precipice 
1 8 ” of 
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of craggy perpendicular Rocks, of at 
leaſt a thouſand Fathom deep, and at the 
Bottom, I ſaw a Lake, not of Water, but 
of boiling Sulphur, the Steam of which 
almoſt ſuffocated me. Seeing the wild 
Beaſts behind, this dreadful Lake before 
me, and the impenetrable Thicket alt 
around me, I was in the utmoſt Deſpair, 


When I ſee coming on the Right Hand 


of me, a venerable Clergyman, whoſe 
Features, Sir, reſembled yours, leading in 
his Hand a Lady, who bore the Likeneſs 
of the virtuous Theodo/ia, I thought Sir, 
you ſtretch'd out your other Hand, and 
faid, Son give me your Hand, follow me, 
and the Steps of this amiable Lady, and 
you ſhall be freed from all Danger. 1 


thought I was about to ſnatch at the 


Blefling you offered me, when the Figure 
of a Woman beautiful beyond Imagina- 
tion, and dreſs'd with all the Advantages 
of Dreſs and Ornament, pull'd me back, 
ſaying, Son, what are ye about? If you 
go with theſe, their Company is worſe, 
then thoſe you dread ſo much; follow 
me, I'll lead you to Plenty, Peace, and 
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Pleaſure. I was now more divided then 


before, the raviſhing Appearance of the 
- laſt Object dwelt ſtrong in my Senſes ; 
yet I thought I ſaw ſuch an Air of Benig- 


© nity and Affection in your Looks, and 


that of the fair Theodo/ia, that I could not 
think to leave you; Danger preſs'd hard 
3 upon me to determine, and I was about 
to declare for the Lady, when I heard a 


Voice above me, crying out, fly her, ſhe 


is all Deceit, Vanity, and Vexation 
without Heſitation, I thought I obey'd 


the heavenly Voice, turn'd my Back up- 
on the painted Phantom, and join'd your 
Company; I thought you placed me in 


the Middle betwixt you, and brought. 


me ſafe out of the Wood into. a moſt 
delightful Garden, adorn'd with every 
Thing that could attrack the Eye, pleaſe 


* the Senſes, or elevate the Imagination. 


I thought you carried me into a Marble 


Bath, curiouſly adorn'd with rich Figures, 


and the moſt coſtly Ornaments ; that 
you ſtripped me of my tatter'd Gar- 
ments, waſh'd me with perfum'd Waters 
in the Bath, and then cloathed me with a 

C 2 Garment 
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Garment ſo white, it dazzled the Eye to 
look upon its Brightneſs. Then we went © find 
to a rich Repaſt of the fineſt Fruits, and ope 
the moſt delicious Wines, ſerv'd in Cups the 
of Gold and precious Stone, by Youths to 
of the moſt exquiſite Shape and Beauty. 
When I had ſufficiently refreſh'd myſelf 
methought we join'd together in ſolemn 
Prayer, and ſung Hymns in Praiſe of the 
moſt High, till towards Sun ſet, when 
you ſhew'd me into a moſt magnificent 
Apartment, where you left me to my 
Repoſe; I fell, I thought, into a ſweet 
ſleep, but, alas! how unhappy did I find 
myſelf when I awoke, and found it was 
all a Dream, which had ſuch Impreſſion, 
Sir, on my Spirits, that I could not reſt 
F till T had an Opportunity of relating it 
ij [| to you. | | 
"4 The Captain told the Aſſembly, he 
1 was ſo ſtrongly impreſs'd with this Dream, 
t. | that he judg'd nothing leſs than the Hand 
1 of Heaven was in it, in order to enlighten 
his Underſtanding, ſoften his obdurate 
Heart, . and give him Warning of the 
dangerous State of his Soul ; that this had 
induced 
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The Injur'd HusBAND's Revenge. 25 
induced him to attend their Meetings ever 
ſince, in order to have an Opportunity of 
opening his Caſe, and being directed by 
s ⁵ them in his Way to Happineſs according 
s to the Interpretation he made of the re- 
marzkable Viſion, — 
The Holy Congregation was exceed- 
7 ingly mov'd with the Relation, and the 
e Paſtor with Madam Theodyfa, fancied 
they had a heavenly Call to ſnatch this 


N ; 
R Lamb from the devouring Jaws of Sin 
and Satan? They took the Work prin- 


ot 1 cipally upon themſelves, but admitted 
> him that Day by Impoſition of Hands, 


- into the godly Fellowſhip of the Society, 
" ſaluted him brotherly with a holy Kiſs, 
& Þ which was the firſt he ever had from the 
it Saint like Theodofia, and rais'd in our new 
Convert Emotions, far from being merely 
ne A ſpiritual ; however, for - that Time he 
n, _ conceal'd the Operations of the Fleſh, and 
jd _ confeſs'd only the inward Workings of 
en the Spirit, which manifeſted itſelf in pure 
te and ſeraphic Love, for the whole Com- 
he A munion of the Saints, As the prime 
ad Ahpoſtle of this Miſſion was to be abſent 
ed from 
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from this Corner of the holy Vineyard 
for ſome Weeks, the Care of the new 


Proſelyte fell chiefly on Theodofia, who 


ordered the Captain to attend her every 
Day at the Devotions of her Family ; and 


that the Care of this lower World might 


not too much embarraſs his now righteous. 


Spirit, ſhe preſented him with a Purſe of 


Guineas which was very acceptable, eſpe- 
cially from her fair Hands. The Cap- 
tain left the zealous Bubbles for that 
Night, highly delighted with the Suc- 


ceſs of his Plot ; for he doubted not now 


of an Opportunity of converting this ſhe 
Saint; as it was a Part of his Creed, that 
all Women are to be wan by Importu- 
nity or Opportunity, neither of which he 


was refolv'd ſhould be wanting to com- 


pleat his Conqueſt. 
He attended her daily according to Di- 


rections, and learned the Knack of pray; 
ing for an Hour or two together as well 


the beſt of them: But his Time was 
not always ſpent in that kind of Devotion; 
he took all Opportunities to ingratiate 
himſelf with Madam by little Offices of 


Com- 


The Injur d HusBAnD's Revenge. 27 
Complaiſance, and a large Share of ſpiri- 
tualiz'd Flattery, and eſpecially by railing 
at the Infidel her Huſband, In a few 
Pays he gain'd her entire Confidence, and 
under the Name of a religious Friend, was 
made Maſter of her cloſeſt Secrets, which 
he piouſly converted to his own Purpoſe. 
He ſoon converted the Name of Friend- 
-” ſhip, which was too cold to expreſs the 
Fervor of their Saint-hke Converſation, 
into that of heavenly ſeraphic Love: They 
- pretended to imitate the Angels, and adore 
one anothers Perfections without Diſtinc- 
tion of Sexes. This Change of Term be- 
got a Warmth of Expreſſion, and tolera- 
ted more expreſſive Epithets to be annexed 
to the Object of the divine Paſſion; and 
by degrees Words were too cold, and were 
. not enough ſignificant of the holy Flame: 
ö The Defect muſt be expreſs d by Actions; 
1 not that the Body, or its Gratification, 

was any wiſe concern'd in theſe kind of 
* Motions, but uſed only as a Machine, ca- 
You of expreſſing the Ardor of their 
Minds, when the Language was not co- 
Pious enough to convey the warm Idea. 
Thus 


- _ 
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Thus a Squeeze of the Hand, an amorous 
Hugg, a wanton Ogle, or a luſcious Kiſs, 
which when uſed by Men of the World, 


indicated a laſcivious Deſire, amongſt the 
Saints had no ſuch Ideas annex'd to them ; 


they were only Simbols ſignificant of the 


inward Workings of the pure Spirit of 


ſeraphic Love, and ought, as ſuch, to be 


indulged. This Definition of a holy Kits, 
and a ſpiritual Embrace, our Captain liked 
much, and wanted to carry the Simile a 
little farther ; for, ſays he, if a Kiſs under 
theſe Limitations has nothing impure in 


it, nothing to ſully the Saint-like Chaſtity 


of the holy Siſterhood, why may not we 
uſe the warmeſt Action of the Body to 
expreſs the greateſt Ardour of the Mind, 
without any Regard to the Body in one 
Caſe more than the other? I am, ſays he 
one Day, divine Theodoſia, arrived at the 


higheſt Pitch of holy Love for you cull 
mortal Man can bear; I have exhauſted all 
the Terms in our copious Tongues to ex- 


preſs the Ardor of my Flame, and yet it's 
impoſſible to find Words that can convey 
to you the warm Idea in its full Extent as it 

exiſts 
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Jexiſts in my Breaſt. No, the Eloquence 
of antient Greece and Rome would be un- 
I caficient to explain the Raptures of my 
Soul, and human Language is not capable 
of Kann the Exceſs of Pleaſure I take 


5 
7 
4, 


your immutable perfection. I would com- 


municate to you, my adorable Siſter, the 
lovely Idea, and preſent my Soul to you 


| full of yourſelf, as it realy is: I have had 
- recourſe to Action, and aſſiſted my Tongue 


with all the Helps this frail Machine is 
1 Y capable of giving, except one only. I have 


breath'd my Soul into yours by a chaſte 
EKiſs; I have gazed all my Faculties away 
to interchange them at your Eyes; I have 
moulded my Fingers into yours, and panted 
® Breathleſs on your ſnowy Boſom, yet all 
does not expreſs my Meaning; there is 
3 © ſomething wanting I would ſay, had I 


means of Utterance : Speak, my divine 


; by 1 7a, (hall we call to our Aid all the 


Faculties of Body and Soul at once? Let. 
us employ them in one Moment, that our 
; La Parts may mingle with each other, 
= and that we may be irom henceforward 
1 D e 
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but one Intelligence breathing by different 
Organs. 


While he ſpoke this with all the 
Warmth of ſeraphic and worldly Love, 
and acted all the tolerated Actions over, 
the Nymph breath'd ſhort, as if the Spirit 

i.  \choak'd; her Boſom heav'd and beat an 
. Alarm to eloſe Engagements, he — | 
j her to his Boſom, ſunk her gently on a 
5 Couch hard by, and found out x | 
:þ | Act of the Body to expreſs the Ardor and | 
pug - | Purity of their divine Love. How well 
the Lady lik'd this new Love Term, I 
cannot ſo well judge as by ms | 
ſince they took all Opportunities of ex- 
preſſing themſelves in that Language, to 
the great Comfort of both Body and Soul, 
but took care to conceal the Diſcovery 
from the reſt of the Saints, leaſt they, who 
perhaps might not be arrived at ſo high a 


i we 8 — 
— : > RE XS ——_ — 
— 2 a NG Tp —— r — 5 
9 t. > on. 8 . — ? £ ho n — << 
2 _—_ * * — . 1 + * — ws Ov 20 oo 2 * 
* IT 2 2 . + E — — 
__ 4 n on i 


mm 
— 
EE — ä * 


Action for its own Sake, and not with 
that Indifference * with regard to the Body 
Which they did. The 
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The Arch- Apoſtle return'd after about 
| three Weeks Abſence, and was overjoy'd 
to find the Captain ſo true a Proſelyte, in 


which he confirm'd him by all the Argu- 
ments in his Power: But the good Man 


needed not have been ſo anxious; the 
Captain found Godlineſs to be to him great 
Gain in the moſt literal Senſe of the 


Words, and the Supplies he daily receiv'd 
from the pious Theodo/ra, and the Pleaſure 
; 08 7 » , 0 

he reap'd in her ſeraphic Converſation, 


eſpecially ſince the Diſcovery of the laſt 
new Term of Expreſſion, bound him faſt 


to their Community ; and if it had been 


| poſſible for a Man of his Humour to have 


been an Enthuſtaſt in reality, he certainly 


would have commenced one. 


For two or three Months Things went 


on ſwimingly, without any croſs Accident 


1 tury, which our Author ſeems to charge the Metho- 


diſts with, ſince they ſuppoſe all Actions either in- 
different in themſelves, or made ſo by the Operations 
of divine Grace upon the Spirits of true Believers. 
See the Doctrine fully explain'd in the Life of the 


1 _ Archbiſhop of Camdray, and the Controverly on a 


Book of his condemn'd as favouring Ruietiſm, 
| 2 - 
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to interfere with the Captain's Amour; 
but at laſt their Meaſures were a little diſ- 
concerted by ſome Symptoms appearing 
on the Lady, which diſcover'd the Body 
was not meerly a paſſive Agent in what 
pals'd betwixt her and her ſpiritual Lover. 
In ſhort, ſhe found herſelf with Child, 
which was an untoward Circumſtance, as 
ſhe and her Spouſe had not bedded for 
near ſix Months before. The two Lovers 
held a Cabinet Council on this critical 
Conjuncture, but could come to no Reſa- 
lution, except that of opening the whole 
Affair to their common ſpiritual Father, 
and relying upon his Advice for their fu- 
ture Conduct. Theodofia herſelf opened 
the Caſe, at which Sir Domini was at firſt 
much ſtartled, and had recourſe to ſolemn 


Prayer to avert the Scandal with which 


the whole Congregation of Saints ſeem'd 
to be threatned in caſe of a Diſcovery, and 
adviſed her, by all Means, to endeavour a 


Reconciliation with the Huſband. The 


Lady, who, before her Underſtanding 
was perverted by the Fumes of Enthuſi- 
aſm, had a real Eſteem and Affection for 

| her 
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her Huſband, was far from being averſe 


to this Expedient of ſaving her Reputation, 
and made ſeveral Advances towards the 
Squire, to induce him to renew their for- 
mer Method of living ; but he was ſo diſ- 
guſted with her late Behaviour and Com- 
pany, and found himſelf ſo much at Eaſe 


woith the uninterrupted Enjoyment of his 


Bottle and Fox- hunting Companians; that 
he would liſten to no Compromiſe of any 
ſort, and refus'd abſolutely any ſort of 
Converſation with his Spouſe. The Huſ- 
band's Obſtinacy put the Conclave of 
Saints into a great Conſternation, and 
oblig d them to have recourſe to an Apo- 
thecary of their Tribe, who, out of Zeal 
to the Reputation of their new Doctrine, 
and the convincing Argument of ſome 
yellow Pieces, undertook to purge away 
the Stain from their fallen Siſter; but the 


Sin had taken ſuch deep Root, that it was. 


not to be waſh'd away by all the Savvan 
in his Shop, and baffled the Skill of this 


murdering Practitioner. 


The 
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The St s Caſe n 1 and 


nothing leſs than a Miracle could ſave her 
from utter Ruin, when by the Interpoſi- 
tion of a young Devotee of their Congre- 
gation, to whom Theodoſia had entruſted 
her Secret, ſhe receiv'd ſome glimmering of 


Hope that her Huſband might be prevail'd 


vpon to receive her 1 into Favour. 


This young Lady was N of a 


neighbouring Fox-hunter, a great Com- 


panion of the injur'd Squire's, who had ſeen 


her often at her Father's Houſe, and had 


treated her with more than ordinary Com- 
plaifance, perhaps with a View to ſolace 


himſelf for the Loſs of his Wife's Com- 


pany. The Girl was young, and had very 


'litths Experience in the Affairs of the 
World, and explained all the Squire's 


Galantry into Declarations of F riendſhip 
and Eſteem; and upon this Faith, ſhe 
undertook to mediate between him and 


his Spouſe. She ſpoke firſt of it at her 
Father's, before ſhe acquainted Theodofia 


with the Deſign, and the Squire, who had 
Deſigns 


we, 
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Deſigns of a different Nature, ſeem'd to 
liſten with greater Attention to what ſhe 
ſaid, that he might, under that Pretext, 
have the greater Opportunity of ingrati- 
ating himſelf into the thoughtleſs Girl's 
good Graces. Florella, for that was the 
'  # young Lady's Name, was fo overjoy'd 
that ſhe had any Proſpect of doing her 
Friend Theodefia ſo much Service, ran to 
| her with all Speed, to acquaint her with 

L her Hopes. 
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1 = T7 Jeodofia was overjoy'd, carreſs'd her 

1 _ Friend as her guardian Angel, and ſwore 

M N eternal Gratitude for the boundleſs Obli- 
\ 


e gation; but requeſted her to be ſpeedy in 
- bringing the Matter to bear, as her Shame 
„woas every Day growing more aparent, and 
e A for that Purpoſe prevail'd on her to ſtay 
's ſome Days at their Houſe, that ſhe might 


ip have the more frequent Opportunities of 
ne converſing with her Huſband. The Huf- 
1d band was pleas'd with the Company of 
er the fair Mediatrix, and permitted her to 
fa explain herſelf with great Freedom on the 
ad —— of a Reconciliation with his Spouſe, 
ms dat he avoided as much as poſſible giving 
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any poſitive Anſwers to any of her Queſ- 
tions; and true Politican like, endeavour'd 


by all the Arts in his Power, to amuſe 


the Party with Hopes, and to ſpin out 
the Treaty till His own Purpoſes were 
ſerved. 


The firſt two Days paſs'd without the 


Squire making any open Declaration of 


his Intention to Florella. He only took 
every Opportunity to commend her Shape, 
praiſe her Beauty, and to extoll her Pru- 
dence and good Nature to the Skies, and 
by that Means, as the Lady lov'd Flat- 
tery, gain'd a conſiderable Aſcendant over 
her Mind, without her perceiving that he 
had any Deſigns upon her Perſon. But 
the Third Day, when Florella and he 
were cloſe lock'd up together in his Study, 
ſhe fell upon the old Topick of a Recon- 


ciliation, and expatiated with ſo much 
Grace and Eloquence on the ſupream Fe- 


licity of mutual Lovers, that he thought 


ſhe had warm'd herſelf into a proper 
Temper to hear all he could fay. He 
fix'd his Eyes upon her while ſhe was 


ſpeaking, and liſten'd to all the {aid with 


_ Pleaſure | 7 
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ce. i | Pleaſure and the deepeſt Attention ; and 
F | | When ſhe had done, he ſnatchi'd one of 
* her Hands, and preſſing it eagerly to his 


t Lips, cry'd in, a languiſhing Tone, Ah, 
4 3 Phritle. / why ſo ſoon ſilent? I could hear 


8 = you for ever, and convert all my Senſes. 

into hearing, that I might be for ever ra- 
je @ viſh'd with your Voice: But why, Ma- 
of dam, do you dwell upon the tranſcendant 


#4 Felicity of reciprocal Love to a Wretch 
like me, who loves, doats, and adores 
where I can have no Return but from ſhe 
that kindled it; yet at the ſame time that 
ſhe blows the charming Flame, would di- 
rect it to an Object where it can have no 
F 7 5 8 nor no Part of that Happineſs 
ſhe has ſo feelingly deſcrib'd. But, Ma- 
3 dam, if Love is ſo ſweet a Bliſs, accept of 
3 mine the moſt ſincere, ardent, and unfeigh- 


q Biapertarive Happineſs, As Plorella had not 
4 he leaſt Suſpicion of any ſuch Deſign, ſo 
the unexpected Declaration threw her in- 


2 
per 3 to the utmoſt Confuſion. She had from 
He her Education neither Pride nor Delicacy 
NAs 9 9 5 E ene 
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enough to be affronted at the indignity 
offer d her, nor Indifference enough in her 
Conſtitution to hear a Declaration of that 


- kind utter'd with all the Warmth of Ac- 


tion and Expreſſion, . without betraying 
outwardly all the the inward Emotions of 
an inflam'd Heart. And the Squire, who 
knew Women perfectly well, ſaw her 
Embarraſment, preſs'd her before ſhe 
could recover her Confuſion with fo many 
Proteſtations of Love, Honour, and Fide- 
lity, that in the Hurry of her Spirits, ſhe 
permitted him to lead her to a Couch hard 
by, where they facrific'd to Cupid in De- 


fiance of Hymen and all his Train, Theſe . 


Rites perform'd, and the Hurry of 
Thought and Spirit a little abated, the 
Lady began to reflect that ſhe had acted a 
very imprudent Part in yielding ſo ſoon, 

and that her Lover. might have a con- 
temptible Opinion of her, both on that 
Score, and for betray ing the Intereſt of het 
Friend in ſo tender à Point, where ſhe 
was employed to promote a Reconcilia- 


8 


* The Injur'd HusBAND's Revenge. 39 


tion between her and her Huſband, This 


Thought gave her great Uneaſineſs, and 
; 15 Hr d her to break off the Interview 
© ſooner than ſhe would have done, but 
4 not before they had both agreed to give 
5 i the Wife {till Hopes of a Reconciliation, - 


1 till they ſhould be able to determine it 
between themſelves, whether it were beſt 


PT to patch up Matters with her, or to live 
as s they were at preſent. 
They had ſtaid fo long together at this 
4 Meeting, that the Lady was impatient to 
4 hear the Reſult of their Conference, and 
had not Patience to ſtay till Plorella came 
into her Room, but the Moment ſhe 
i heard her Foot upon the Stairs, coming 
down from the Study, ran out. to meet 
her, and pull'd her into her own Cloſet, 
which Plorella would have avoided for 
; 1 ſome Moments, and intended to have 
F ſpent ſome Fime alone in her own Apart- 
1 1 ments, to prepare herſelf to anſwer ſuch 
6-1 Queſtions as the Lady might probably. 
1 gi her; but this ſudden popping upon her 
E 2 quite 


. 
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quite ſpoiled her Scheme, and put her ta 


ſome Confuſion, which the Lady ob- 
ſerv'd, and conjecturing that her Huſband 


bad given a flat and peremptory Denial, 
judg'd that to be the Cauſe of the Em- 


baraſment ſhe ſaw in her Friend's Coun- 
tenance ; Yes, ſaid ſhe, my dear Florella, 


I read it in your Countenance, I need 


not aſk to be any further ſatisfied that 
I'm undone. — My Husband has de- 
ceiv'd you, and reſolves to remain obſti- 
nate, but I fancy, I gueſs the Cauſe of i it, 
he has got ſome dirty Trul of a Miſtreſs 
in a Corner, whoſe Embraces he prefers 
to mine; I with I knew the ugly Mon- 


ſter, I'd tear her Eyes out. Florella at the 
Mention of theſe Words, grew red as 


Scarlet, conſcious Guilt ſtarted into her 
Countenance, and Rage, at the opprobrious 
Epithets ſhe fancied apply'd to herſelf, 
render'd her ſpeechleſs for ſome Time ; at 
laſt ſhe reply'd with ſome Tartneſs, 
Madam, I don't know what dirty Trull 
your Huſband may be engag'd with, but 
1 fancy ſhe may be as paſſable as the 
Captain 


x1 
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Captain you have been lately ſo familiar 
with. The Lady was highly piqu'd at 
FE |  Florella's Repartee, and could not at firſt 
4 imagine to herſelf what could be the 
Cauſe of that Lady's reſenting ſo warmly 
Expreſſions that were only utter'd at 
Random againſt an imaginary Perſon ; but 
1 on viewing the Confuſion ſhe was then 
= in, and reflecting more ſeriouſly on the 
a Paſſion and ill Nature of her laſt Words, 
it all of a ſudden ſtruck into her Head, 
| 4 chat ſhe had ſtumbled by Chance upon a 


4 1 Truth, and that her Huſband and F. 
1 * rella were not employ'd all that Time 
5 9 together 1 in the Study, to ſettle a matri- 
e monial Diſpute: Heyday, Madam, re- 
s ply'd ſhe ſmartly, does the Cap fit your 
r Ladyſhip, that you are ſo offended at the 
8 1 Name I beſtow'd on my Husband's 
f, Piaramour? I thought I ſhould catch you 
at - 4 7 ſome Time off your Guard, my Plot has 


85 $ taken, and now I know whom I have to 


3 1 blame for the ſtrange Behaviour of Mr. 
ut 1 ik R. for theſe ſix Months paſt. Poor. 
ne Fool, how eaſily you have been de- 


; ceiv'd, 
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ceiv'd, could you imagine me ſuch 2 
Fool, if 1 had any Concern with a young 
Fellow, that I would have truſted you 


vented that Story, to make you more ſe- 
cure, and leſs upon your Guard as to my. 
Suſpicion of your Intrigue with my Huſ- 
band; but now, that I know the friendly 
Offices. you have been doing me in the 
Study, and the Methods you took to 
bring about . a Reconciliation, its in vain 
to deceive you any longer, I know now, 
how to bring my Rogue of a Husband to 
his Duty without your Ladyſhip's Inter- 
poſition, and ſhall take Care to recom- 

mend you to all the diſtreſs'd Wives in 
the County, as the moſt friendly Me- 
a to n Family-Differences. 


Flrella was ſtruck with- Amaze at 
the Aſſurance with which Mrs. R 
ſpoke of her Affairs with the Squire, 
and the odd Turn ſhe had given to the 
Secret .ſhe had formerly entruſted her 
with in all the Agonies of Anxiety and 
'Vexation, 
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Vexation, and was ſo little prepar'd to 
F 4 1 maäke any Evaſions to clear up the Matter, 
* or give it a more favourable Aſpect in her 
dyn Regard, that her Perplexity confirm'd 
Mrs. R 's Suſpicions into abſolute 
Certainty. However, conſidering how 
elicate a Game ſhe had now to play, her 
P | "Io Reputation being abſolutely in the Power 
bt her Huſband's Miſtreſs, for ſhe had not 
4 7 Cynfitletice to depend upon the Turn the | 
Had latel y given that Story, and jadged it 
Would to impartial J udges appear to have 
t do much ofthe Fineſſe in it to obtain Cre- 
7 bit, ſhe was willing to foften her Reſent- 
9 ment againſt Florella, that is, in outward 
7 Appearance; for inwardly the hated her 
already with cordial Hatred; and told 
her in a foftt Tone; but Madam, I have 
itil fo great a Regard for you on the Score 
Pk former Friendſhip, and on Account of 
-F our being of the ſame holy Communion, 
mat provided you find Means to bring 
1 about the Reconciliation you flatter d me 
with, and e all future Correſpondence, 


'Emean, 
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I mean, of the baſe Kind, with my falſe 


Huſband, what is paſs'd ſhall remain a 
Secret between you and me, but if you 


do not, I muſt conclude, that you con- pi 


tinue to abuſe me, and will take Meaſures 
to reſent ſo groſs an Injury: This ſaid, 
ſhe flung out of the Room, and left Flo- 
rella in the utmoſt Perplexity how to be- 
have in an Affair ſo nicely circumſtanc'd. 


| She highly reſented the Behaviour of Mrs. 


„and as its moſt- natural for Wo- 


men to be. pleas'd with every Proſpect of 


Revenge, ſhe mediated moſt on what 
would gratify that helliſh Paſſion. It 


7 Was eaſy for her to determine to let the 


Huſband into as much of the Secret of 
the Lady's Intrigue as ſhe knew, but then 
ſhe ſuſpected that ſhe had not Evidence 
ſufficient to convict her, and that a Diſ- 
covery without unqueſtionable Teſtimony 
would give Mrs. R too great an Ad- 


vantage over, and furniſh her with Means 


to ruin. her own Reputation ; for, this 
Reaſon ſhe determin'd, to diſſemble her 
Reſentment with the Lady, under Pre- 
. tence 


4 
M 
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Fence that ſhe might excuſe the firſt 
F allies of Paſſion in a Woman in her 


Circumſtances, and to conceal her Suſ- 


picions from the Husband, in Hopes 
that Time would enable her. to make 
ſome certain Diſcovery of the Lady's 


Aotrigue with the Captain. That Day at 
Dinner, ſhe behav'd with the ſame ap- 
parent Friendſhip to Mrs. . 
in Preſence of ſome of their religious 


4 Intimates, ſaid, ſhe hop'd in a Day or 


two to ſee her and her Husband recon- 


Filed, which, notwithſtanding the Pro- 


rocation ſhe had lately met with would 


ive her infinite Satisfaction ; for added 


e, we are not always to fly oft from 
Friends at every Guſt of Paſſion, 


I Tec when their Anxiety and Cir- 
rumſtances may excuſe ſome Exceſſes in 


Y hat Kind. Mrs. R-— was pleas'd to 


began to fancy her Jealouſy had been 


il founded, but kept herſelf upon het 
Guard againſt giving her any further 
Pight into her Affairs with the Captain. 


F | But 
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But Mrs. R—'s waiting Maid was not fo 


cautious, for Flore/la took her aſide to 


R—.'s Situation, the Girl who dearly 


loy'd her Miſtreſs, and had heard her 


a private Walk that Afternoon, and art- 
fully turn'd the Converſation on Mrs. d 


with that Lady on that Subject, made 


no Difficulty of ſpeaking her Sentiments 


without any Reſerve, believing ſhe faid Ii 
nothing but what the other might have 


known from her Lady; by this Means 
 Fhrella was let fully into the Secret 


of their Meeting, with the Time, Man- 


ner, and every Circumſtance that could 


lead her to an occular Diſcovery, if ſhe #+ 


had any ſuch Intention. 


She dropt no- 


thing of her Intentions to the Maid, but 


io World. 


When ſhe had got all the Intelligence | 
be wanted, ſhe made no Scruple of 
diſcovering the whole Affair to the Huſ- if 
band, that very Is letting him 


bewail'd her Miſtreſs's Misfortune, and It. 
caution'd her. to an eternal Secrecy to all 1 


N v 1 | 
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1 know, that the uſual Hour of their 
Þ Meeting was about Twelve o'Clock at 


8 11 Night, in a Summer Houſe in the Gar- 


K den, near to the back Stairs which led 
on Mrs. R— 8 Apartment. 


The Husband had . entertain 0 


N o high an Opinion of his Wife's Re- 


"Yigion and Morals, that he was pro- | 
digiouſly ſlow of giving Credit to what 
Pl rell ſaid, and fancied it“ at firſt A 


Wome das her own ene 3 for, 


he only beliey'd his Spouſe. was enthu- 
"3 fiaftically mad with Religion, and over- 
| ay Beraten and * not imagine 


3: im. "Lowes, the laid, ſo many. Sur 
9 cumſtances t together, that Reaſon got the 
better of his Incredulity, and the 
eur of being reveng'd on the 


e en Captain, took the Place of 
every tender Sentiment for his Wife. 
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48 The Injur'd HusBAND's Revenge. 
He caution'd Florella to behave in 
fuch Manner as to give no Suſpicion of enſuc 
. © a Diſcovery, and determined to himſelf ITE 
| to ftand Centinel that Night at the 
amorous Rendezvous. He entruſted the 1 
Secret with none but his Valet, who ſhe 1 
waited on him well arm'd, and with a * 
dark Lanthorn in a cloſe Arbour, juft *e 
fronting the Summer Houſe, They had 
not much, Occafion for the Lanthorn, 
for the Moon ſhone bright enough to W. 
diſcover Objects diſtinctly. They had FF 
not been half an Hour at their Poſt, it 
when the Captain came to his Station, 
and on a Signal with a Bird Call, 
Madam came in a few Minutes, drefs'd 
only in her Night Gown, and under 
Petticoat. Its eaſy to imagine the Situa- 1 | 
tion' of the Husband on the Sight ; how- 
ever, he govern'd his Paſſion, and flole E: 
ſoftly up to the Corner of the Summer 1 
Houſe where he could hear the Lovers 
diſcourſing of his Intrigue with Phrella, 
He let them continue this Chat till it. was 
exhauſted, 
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© exhauſted, and that a murmuring Silence 
F enſued, when he thought it was Time 


4 to appear. He ran quickly up to the 


*4 Door, which was half open, but in the 
Hurry of entering, his Foot ſlipp'd, and 
iche fell flat on the Floor. The Fall 
"Falarm'd the Lovers, and ſpoil'd their Ex- 
. rciſe of Devotion. The Lady ſcream'd 

put, Oh my God, its my Husband ; the 


x aptain made one Jump out of the Door, 


as making his Way as | faſt as his En+ 
anglement would let him, but met the 


| 2 full but, who laid hold of him; 
. e ſtruggled to get from him, but the 


* ellow in the Struggle by 48 got 


4% old of him by the Fer and held 


obige the Captain to land very quiet, 
By this Time Mr. R—— had got upan 


his Legs, and came up with him, crying 


4 ert the Valet, I have Bo ſafe enough, 
AY 1 have got him faſt * the 1s, I 


war rant 


. LERKG 
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warrant he muſt leave theſe with me be- 
they had been off a Twelve Month ago. 
Before God Jach, reply'd the Husband, 
that's a good Thought, I believe we had 
beſt take them off now, it will hinder his 
Catterwauling for the future, - Here take 
my Pen-knife, and ſhave him cloſe; Na 
eutſe him, ſays he, I won't be his Exe- 
cutioner, hut he ſhall do it himſelf, ot 
II blow his Brains out; and ſo he ſhall, 


_ d the Husband. Here Captain, pre- 1 


ſenting bim the Pen-kniſe, leave what 


you have in Jack's Hands, or prepare a 


fhort Prayer for the other World, for by 


n 
1 f 
God ou are a dead Man this Inſtant 1 
be Uf 
; gp, 
78 
ich 1 7 
2 © 3M 
1 
4 + $ © ; & 
# * n \ 
— whe” 


if you make any Mouths about it. 
Captain trembled like an Aﬀpen Leaf, 
took the Pen-knife, 


mollity'd. The Valet pull'd hard below, 


and - prayed for 
Mercy, but he was in Hands not to be 


Wa... 
= TIT 
Re. 


and threatned him with a Piftol on ore 


Side, and the enrag d Husband, 
and threatn'd with another on the * 
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fite ne; ſo that what with Fear of im- 
mediate 
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3 mediate Death, and the Agony from 

' Jacl 8 pulling, he at laſt thought it ad- 
i 1 | viſable to cut the Knot, which he did 
4 at one Blow, for the Knife was as ſharp 
4 as he could wiſh, Jack wrapt what he 
had up in his Handerchief, and put it in 
his Pocket, and by his Maſter's Orders, 
* conducted the Captain to an Apartment 
e- in the Houſe, where a Surgeon was ſent 
> for, and his Wound dreſs'd, He was 
u, able in two Days to quit the Houſe, 
e- which I believe he was glad of on many 
at Accounts. As to the Lady, ſhe fell into 
a Fits in the Summer-Houſe with the 
by q 1 Fright, and that Night miſcarried of an 
nt Infant, with which ſhe had gone about five 
he Months. So ſoon as ſhe was fit to be 
af, 6 | remov'd, ſhe was turn'd out of Doors, 
for and a Proceſs of Divorce is now depend- 
Ye . ing between her and her * in the 

W. 9 * Court. 
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